M...        MEMOIRS OF  WILLIAM HICKEY

end, two of the Guards being then close at his heels. At
the very instant he passed the second door, the son of Mr*
Allen entered by the opposite one, and unluckily having a
red waistcoat on, one of the soldiers, upon seeing him, pre-
sented his firelock and the young man in a fright dropped
on his knees, when the soldier fired killing him upon the
spot. All this was the work of a minute, my companion
and myself being witnesses of the whole transaction. The
mob, now justly irritated at the brutality of the soldiers,
became outrageous, and volleys of stones flew in every
direction. The soldiers loaded and fired again and again,
by which many lives were wantonly sacrificed. It struck
both me and my companion as wonderful that the soldier
who shot Allen, and his comrades, were suffered to return
unmolested, except by hooting and hissing, to the main
body, but the uproar then increasing, it was thought a
proper precaution to withdraw him from duty, and he was
lodged within the prison. The fellow pretended that it
was not his intention to have fired, and that his musket
went off upon half cock. A very large body of Horse Guards
having now joined the foot, galloping round the ground,
striking every one they met violently with their broad
swords, made the remaining there any longer a service
of danger. I therefore proposed leaving the spot, to which
my new acquaintance acceded, and we agreed to dine to-
gether, during which meal I learnt that his name was
Baker, that he resided at Deal, in which town he had a
large estate in houses. With this gentleman I afterwards
became intimate.

A Coroner's inquest being held upon the mangled corpse
of young Allen, after a full investigation of the circum-
stances, returned a verdict of "Wilful murder by certain
persons whose names they could not discover, but whom
they had ascertained to be private soldiers in His Majesty's
3rd Regiment of Foot Guards." A monument was erected
over the grave, with an inscription stating that the de-
ceased had been barbarously murdered by a party of
Scotchmen belonging to the Third Regiment of Guards,